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WOLSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD  

TUESDAY 10TH March 2026  
6.30 PM  

Town Hall, Wolsingham 
  
   PRESENT: I Rodgers, A Bonar, Y Bell, A Savory, J Bartram 

      Sarah-Ann Baxter(Clerk) 
   

1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  S Bittlestone, P Gardner, D Brown, J Bell 
2) Councillor Co-Option – Richard Ormerod was proposed by Cllr Rodgers and duly co-

opted as a Councillor. 
3) TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR:  Enid Martin raised the issue again of 

obstructive parking to the side of the Black Bull, which has now prevented a resident 
using their mobility scooter, it was agreed to write to the owner of the Black Bull and 
Cllr Savory would look into the issues of the wheelie bin. 

 
Sue Able requested the Council support No Mow May which allows grasses to grow 
and provide benefits to wildlife and insects. Cllr Savory confirmed that Durham County 
Council would cut the grass as late as possible. The Parish Council did agree to allow an 
area of wildflower planting to be carried in the Recreation Ground and the Demesne 
Mill. 

4) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Savory - South West Planning Committee 
5) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 10th February 2026: Minutes were agreed as a true 

record 
6) MATTERS ARISING: 

i) Christmas – The working group meeting has taken place with various ideas 
brough to the table, costings for which are being sort. Cllr Y Bell suggested 
getting donation jars and put them in the local businesses to help raise funds for 
the Christmas Festival, this was agreed. 

ii) S106 Play Ground Equipment – Cllr Savory & Cllr J Bell have met with a DCC 
representative who has advised on a way forward and is going to draw up 
proposals. This could be funded through S106 monies at a rough cost of 
£125,000. 

iii) Tree Works – It was agreed that the identified red works be done imminently 
followed by the amber works. 

iv) Camper Van Parking – The Council has received a letter from Heather Curzon 
concerned about the number of camper vans being parked/camping overnight in 
the Demesne Mill car park. A permit for residents with camper vans was 
discussed but rejected, as Councillors thought this would encourage others to 
stay and camp. It was agreed that when the new residents parking permits are 
issued, they would be worded so they do not allow any overnight parking of 
camper vans. 

v) Thornley Village Verge Conditions – Cllr Savory reported that the Clean & Green 
team have been and completed a temporary fix. Cllr Rodgers explained that this 
repair has already been damaged and it would need to be looked at again. 
 

7) CORRESPSONDENCE:  
i) Wolsingham Wayfarer’s – Car Parking Charges – The Wayfarer’s would like the 

Council to consider a parking permit scheme for walkers. This would be operated 
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by the Wayfarer’s with all monies to go to the Parish Council, the suggestion was 
£10 a year for the use of the Demesne Mill car park every Saturday, to help 
encourage walkers to use the car park instead of the side streets. Cllr Rodgers 
suggested a plan be worked up by the Wayfarer’s and the Clerk which would be 
brought to a future meeting for discussion. 

ii) North East war Memorials Project – This request was for funding to help 
continue the work of the society. It was agreed to defer any decision until more 
information could be sought. 

iii) Camper Van Parking – Heather Curzon – as discussed previously. 
iv) DCC – Proposed Diversion of Footpath No.80 Middle Fawnlees – Councillors 

agreed to offer no comments and the Wayfarers representative at the meeting 
agreed in principle with the diversion. 
 

8) MAINTENANCE WORKS: 
a) St Anne’s Hall – It was agreed to upgrade the lighting to LED for energy efficiency. 

The new main door has been ordered. Quotes have been requested for the roof 
lights to be replaced with Velux windows and for insulation to be placed in the roof 
space.  

b) Recreation Ground – The Clerk had received messages regarding the use of remote-
controlled vehicles being misused and off road bikes riding on the playing field. 
Could these firstly be reported to the Police by telephoning 101, as the Parish 
Council email & phone are not monitored 24/7. Cllr Bonar reported bikes have been 
seen riding irresponsibly.                                                                                                               

c) Town Hall – Nothing to report. 
d) Demesne Mill – Works to tidy & clear the car park will be completed on 23rd March, 

the car park will be closed to all vehicles from 9.30am to 3pm. 
e) Thornley Woods – An incident of fly tipping has been reported to DCC. 
f) Allotments – The new contracts will be sent out shortly by the Clerk with the new 

annual rent being £50 per allotment. The issue of vermin on the allotments was 
raised, the Clerk explained that as not all of the allotment holders were in agreeance 
of the type of pest control, no further measures could take place. 

g) Angate Street Toilets – Quotes are being sort for the roof repairs. 
 

9) Finance 
i) Payments / Accounts February 2026 – these were agreed & accepted. 

 
10) PLANNING – Nothing to Report 
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b) Recreation Ground – The Clerk had received messages regarding the use of remote-
controlled vehicles being misused and off road bikes riding on the playing field. 
Could these firstly be reported to the Police by telephoning 101, as the Parish 
Council email & phone are not monitored 24/7. Cllr Bonar reported bikes have been 
seen riding irresponsibly.                                                                                                               

c) Town Hall – Nothing to report. 
d) Demesne Mill – Works to tidy & clear the car park will be completed on 23rd March, 

the car park will be closed to all vehicles from 9.30am to 3pm. 
e) Thornley Woods – An incident of fly tipping has been reported to DCC. 
f) Allotments – The new contracts will be sent out shortly by the Clerk with the new 

annual rent being £50 per allotment. The issue of vermin on the allotments was 
raised, the Clerk explained that as not all of the allotment holders were in agreeance 
of the type of pest control, no further measures could take place. 

g) Angate Street Toilets – Quotes are being sort for the roof repairs. 
 

9) Finance 
i) Payments / Accounts February 2026 – these were agreed & accepted. 

 
10) PLANNING – Nothing to Report 

   
 
 


