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WOLSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD  
TUESDAY 14TH October 2025  

7.00 PM  
Town Hall, Wolsingham 

  
 PRESENT: I Rodgers, A Bonar, Y Bell, S Bittlestone, A Savory, J Bartram,  

     J Bell, D Brown, P Gardner, Sarah-Ann Baxter(Clerk) 
 

  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 6 members of the public attended 
 

1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  H Yeulet 
2) TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR:  Julie Harrison raised a query regarding the 

parking and ownership of the land outside of the front of No.33 Market Place. The 
Clerk confirmed that this area of land was in the ownership of the Parish Council and 
that there were no restrictions for parking in this area. A copy of the title deeds 
showing the land in the Market Place are available to view at the Clerks office. 
Councillors agreed that a letter will be written to the resident of No.33 Market Place to 
confirm the ownership.        

3) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Savory – Planning Matters 
4) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 9th September 2025: Minutes were agreed as a true 

record 
5) MATTERS ARISING: 

i) Christmas – Cllr Savory explained why she may not be running a Christmas 
Market this year, the costs for the road closure, insurance and stalls being the 
main hurdles. The Christmas Light switch on will be on Friday 28th November 
with stalls in the Town Hall and carols around the tree. It was agreed to ask the 
local businesses if they would be willing to stay open later on this night.  The 
Christmas Tree Festival will be on Saturday 29th at St Anne’s Hall. 

ii) Flagpole – The Fire Brigade have agreed to put the flag up for Remembrance 
Sunday. 

iii) Town Hall Office Contract – The has been some interest in the office and the 
Clerk will follow up. 

iv) PROW No.167 – Cllr Savory gave an update as there has been several queries on 
the progress of opening this right of way. The route will be inspected on the 14th 
October and if any obstructions are found Durham County Council will ask the 
landowner to remove these with a time limit for doing so. If this does not 
happen then enforcement action will commence. 
 

6) CORRESPSONDENCE:  
5i) Safety Concerns Regarding Ducks – Jason Howe – This resident has raised concerns 
over the safety of the ducks and other road users, but also the number of ducks on 
Lydgate Lane. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council do not have any legal 
responsibility for the ducks, but would like to request that residents & visitors try and 
not feed the ducks in an effort to reduce vermin and to move the ducks to a more 
appropriate location. 
ii) Parking Query Market Place – Julie Harrison – Answered above in Item 2  
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7) MAINTENANCE WORKS: 
a) St Anne’s Hall– The door manufacturers are looking into providing an aluminium 

door as this will be more durable. Fusion Art has mounted some of their artwork 
within the hall, this is for sale with all details on the pictures. PAT electrical testing 
has been completed. 

b) Recreation Ground –The Clerk presented quotes for the installation of electrical 
components and the provision of lighting wraps on 6 trees in the car park. 
Councillors agreed to fund the works partly using the WRECASS funds. 
The Clerk also asked that the car park be clear of all cars for a charity event from 
9pm on Monday 10th November to 12 Noon on Wednesday 12th November.                                                                                               

c) Town Hall – PAT electrical testing has been completed. 
d) Demesne Mill – A new battery for the parking meter has had to be purchased. 
e) Thornley Woods – Nothing to Report 
f) Allotments – Due to several reports of produce being stolen CCTV signs have been 

erected on the entrances to the allotments, there are already wildlife cameras on 
the allotments. Cllr Y Bell raised the problem of rats, it was agreed that a discussion 
between all allotment holders would be needed to agree on a solution. Cllr Bonar 
commented on how well the repaired wall between the Recreation Allotments and 
Mr Pybourne’s wall looked. The Clerk asked that nothing be planted adjacent to the 
wall and no structures to be erected. It is also the plot holder’s responsibility to strim 
the grass track between the allotment and the boundary wall. 

g) Angate Street Toilets – Nothing to report 
 

8) Doctors Meeting Update – Cllr Bittlestone explained that herself, Cllr Bartram and two 
Councillors from Stanhope Parish Council attended a meeting with the Practice 
Manager regarding procedural changes. The online booking system has been brought 
in nationally by the NHS. Cllr Bartram has raised issues with the Practice’s customer 
service to which the Practice Manager was unaware. Cllr Savory & Cllr John 
Shuttleworth had also met with the Practice Manager and had highlighted several 
complaints which they had both received. It was agreed that the Practice would send a 
monthly update to both Parish Councils. 

9) Signage/Goods in the Market Place – Cllr J Bell had been approached by a resident who 
had complained about the number of advertising signs appearing in the Market Place 
and also the number of goods being displayed outside of the charity shop. Cllr Savory 
explained that DCC Highways have already asked the Premier shop to remove/move 
some of their signage. Cllr J Bell also queried whether the charity shop had the 
necessary licence to display goods on the highway, Cllr Savory would look into this. 

10) Vacant Councillor Position – Cllr Rodgers advised that there was still a vacancy on the 
Council, it was agreed that this would be advertised. 

11) Invitation to MP & Susan Tron – It was agreed to invite the MP Sam Rushworth and 
Susan Tron (Rural Housing Enabler – Durham Community Action) to a future Parish 
Council meeting. 

12) Heritage – Cllr Gardner suggested the Well Wishers, who look after the Holy Well may 
wish to look into funding through the Durham Diocese, as well as other sources. Cllr 
Brown agreed to contact the Well Wishers about this. 
 

13) Finance 
i) Payments / Accounts September – these were agreed 
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ii) 6 Monthly budget update / AGAR – The Clerk presented the 6 monthly budget 
and the AGAR, which had now been completed by Mazars and is on the Parish 
Council website. 

iii) RFO Position – Cllr Rodgers explained the Council’s vulnerability through lack of 
resilience and asked Councillors to consider the provision of a new position of 
Responsible Finance Officer. The position would be for 8 hours a week, the 
Clerks hours would be slightly reduced. This was agreed in principle, with a full 
costings and job description to be considered at the finance meeting at the end 
of November. 

iv) DCC Contract – The Clerk has managed to agree a discount for the grass cutting 
services provided, and as other contractors were unwilling to take on this work it 
was agreed to go ahead with the DCC contract. 
 

14) PLANNING – Nothing to Report 
   
 
 

Date of next meeting – November 11th 2025 to held at the Town Hall, Wolsingham at 7pm 


